Creating Clips of Lost with Transana MU 2.20 Nicolas Sheon

What you will need on your computer:

Transana MU 2.20

The Divx Codec (to see the video files)

The T drive mapped to your computer

The video files and waveforms (unless you have access to the T: drive)
A user name and password.

Headphones

oukrwnE

1-3 can be obtained via helpdesk request, 4-6 can be obtained from Nicolas.Sheon@ucsf.edu

Logging onto the Transana database:

When you launch Transana MU, it asks for the following information:

Username and Password

Please enter wour My3QL username and passwiord, as well
as the names of the server and database wou wish to use,
To create a new database, bype in a new database name

(if wou have appropriate permissions,

(Database names may contain only letters and numbers in
a single word. )

Lsername: | |
Passward: | |
Host { Server: | 125.215.215.15 v |
Database: | lask T |

Delete Database ] [ CK, ] [ Cancel ]

The first time you use Transana you need to adjust the Options > Program Settings.

Transana Settings

| Transcriber Sethings | MU Message Server

W' aveform Direckory

|T:'|,wa'-.:'eﬁ:|rms |[ Browse ]

video Raot Directory These directories will depend on

, where you are storing the Lost video
\Héi files and waveforms. It could be C:\
L or an external hard drive F:\

CAPS users will be accessing the T:
drive that will need to be mapped on
your computer by IT staff.

O, Cancel Help
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Use these settings for the message server:

Transana Settings

Directories || Transcriber Settings | MU Message Server |

Transana-MU Message Server Hosk Mame
128.218.215.15

A .

Part
The message serve Host
name is the same as the
Host/Server on the first log in
screen.

(04 Cancel Help

Creating Clips with Transana MU 2.20 for Lost Project

To open an episode, double click on the transcript attached to it.

Database |Episu:n:|e Clips | Selected Clips | Keywords
&= Database: last -

= ?] Seties

=% sea To access the

@} transcript, click
m

-

on the +.

3 Lost_1.05_white_Rabhit

BB Lost_1.06_House_of _the_Rising_5un
[ Lost_1.07_The Math Double click on
= Lost_1.08_Confidence_Man the transcript to
Lost_1.06_Confidence Man open the episode.
=-ER Lost_1,09_Solitary
Lost_1.9_Solitary

BB Lost_1.10_Raised by &nother

BB Lost_1.11_all the Best Cowboys Have Dadd:
B Lost_1.12_Whatever The Case May Be

BB Lost_1.13_Hearts and Minds

BB Lost_1.14_Special

BB lost_1,15_Homecoming

< |

| &

| W

If the episode has already been coded, then you will see the colored bars in the hybrid visualization window.
You can change what information appears in the visualization window under Options > Visualization Style >
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Waveform/Keyword/Hybrid. Below is the hybrid style that shows both the waveform and the keywords. |
recommend hybrid view.

Visualization

|
| || T T 1 IT ]

0:10:00.0 0:20:00,0 |Transana LUsers & nsheon - (D:Dl:39.D)b:4D:DD.D

Time:  0:24:117 | | Current: | 000:00.0 | Selected: | 0:00:00.0 Total: D:43:10.6

Each bar represents a clip and each color represents a keyword. You can mouse over the bars to reveal the
keyword and clip length.

The episode below has not yet been coded, as there are no bars in hybrid view.

Mo keyarords meet the wisualimtion dicplay ariteria.

0:10:00.0 0:20:00.0 0:30:00.0 0:40:00.0

= (B[2)[2] | Tme: wmzsmez| [ curent: | 000000 | Selected: | D:00:00.0 Total 0:42:42.6

Now we are ready to start adding time codes in the Transcript Window

Transcript “Lost_1.9_Solitary” for Series “Season 1", Episode “Lost_1.09_Solitary™

1 s olitaty ~
2 Episode 8 | IMPORTANT: 1
3 Click this button
4 Written by David Fury to allow editing
3 _ _ of the Transcript.
&  Directed by Greg Taitanes
o
g
9 [Shot of Sayid sitting on a beach, looking at hiz photos. Seund of melancholy strings.
Lools at the wrting on the back of photo. Loolks acress the beach and notices
something metal sticking out of the sand. Cloze un Sawid. Shot of metal cable in the b
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You will control the staring and stopping of the video playback using the following keystroke combinations for
your left hand. This leaves the right hand free to use the mouse. These can only be used when the Transcript
window is active. To make the Transcript window active, click somewhere in the transcript window.

Ctrl-D Toggles Start, Stop

Ctrl-A Go back 10 seconds and play
Ctrl-F Go forward 10 seconds and play
Ctrl-S Toggles Start back 2 seconds, Stop

You can change the rewind distance for Stop-S under Options > Program Settings > Transcription Settings tab.
The Transcription Setback can be set from 0-5 seconds. This is designed for transcriptionists and works like a
pedal on a tape transcription machine.

[ |
This slider allows you to adjust
the setback for Ctrl-S.

Transana Settings

Directories | Transcriber Settings | MU Message Server

Transcription Setback: (Auto-rewind inkerval Foi Ctrl-;;_

1] 1 2z g 4 5
‘ideo Playback speed 1.0
0.1 1.0 2.0
Defaulk Font Default Font Size

Courier Mew w 10 w

(a4 Cancel Help

To insert time codes, | find it is easiest to first locate the next place in the transcript where you will want to
insert a time code. In the Lost project, this will usually be indicated by a capitalized scene change notation uch
as, “CUT TO...” or “CRASH SITE...” Start the playback from a few seconds before the time code insertion spot
(use Ctrl-A, or Ctrl-S) and then when you arrive at the time code point, stop the playback with Ctrl-D. You may
need to back up a few seconds if you overshoot the mark. One way to do this is to type Ctrl-S, which will start
playing from a setback of 0-5 seconds. Stop the playback at the point where you want to insert the time code,
then insert the time code with Ctrl-T. A @ symbol appears in the transcript. Encoded in this symbol is the
number of milliseconds from the start of the episode. Time codes must be inserted sequentially and Transana
will tell you if you are trying to insert a time code for 20 seoonds before the time code for 15 seconds. These
time code symbols can be deleted, but Transana will ask you to confirm the deletion. Always insert time codes
to the left of the first line of transcript text, so that you can easily select all the text when making a clip
(described in the next section).

Aside from the above keystroke combinations, there are other ways to control the playback of the video. You
can also control the playback with the mouse from either the transcript window or the visualization window. A
right — click in the transcript window toggles playback from the previous time code to the next one. If there is
no next time code, then it plays to the end. You may find that it selects or highlights all the text from the
previous time code to the end. This is usually because the edit button is not on. A nice feature of this setting is
that you skip to the next time coded segment in the transcript with Ctrl-N and to the previous segment with
Ctrl-P.

relation to the video, you can use the following combination strokes with the
cursor keys (see right) to find a precise place in the time line. These only work
when the Visualization window is active: = -

If you want even more control and precision when positioning the time codes in
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Ctrl- —&» Forward .033 seconds or one frame
Alt- — Forward .5 seconds
Shift- —» Forward 1 second

You can also zoom in on the audio waveform in the visualization window for greater precision in placing the
cursor.

Visualization

Use the mouse to highlight a
|| I lﬁ segment of the waveform. W
Then click on the magnify

button.

0:10:00.0 0:20:00.0 0:30:00.0 0:40:00.0
Time:  0:08:25.9 Current: 0:02:21.8 Selected: | 0:00:S4.2  Total 0:43:10.6

Clicking on the magnify button, zooms the visualization window to the selected portion of the waveform.

Visualization

—-QHH“H*HH—*WW**W— e g — . -

-nn o —— . — —————

0:02:30.0 0:02:40.0 0:0z:50.0 0:03:00.0 0:03:10.0

Time:  0:02:44.8 | | Cumenk: | 002208 | Selecked: | 0:00:54.2  Tobal 0:00:54.2
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Making Clips and Assigning Keywords

Inserting time codes is a crucial first step for creating clips. Clips are segments of episodes that are placed into
collections. We don't have to worry about collections on this project as Transana will assign clips into a
collection automatically. The time codes we insert represent the boundaries between clips. | find it's easier to
insert time codes and then go back and assign clips to keywords, but when you create the clips is up to you so
long as the time codes are already inserted.

Keywords are labels that identify similarities across several clips. In the Lost project, we have a keyword for
every character and a special keyword to mark certain clips as Flashbacks, i.e. they take place prior to the crash
on the Island.

Flashbacks are an important feature of character development in Lost. It is through the flashbacks
that we discover over time that there is a web of connections between all the survivors from their
lives prior to the crash. These connections, based on the theory of six degrees of separation, is a
major theme of the show and one can’t help wondering whether the Island or some mysterious
force has brought these specific people together for some purpose. As Locke says in Episode 1.05:

I'm an ordinary man, Jack. Meat and potatoes. I live in the real world. I'm not a big believer in ...
magic. But this place is different. It's special. The others don’t want to talk about it because it
scares them. But we all know it, and we all feel it. Is your White Rabbit a hallucination?
Probably. But what if everything that happened here happened for a reason?

There are several ways to make a clip in Transana. The easiest way is to use Quick Clips. Make sure that this
option is enabled in Options > Quick Clip Mode.

Highlight a segment of the transcript that comprises one scene, i.e. all the text between two time codes. Then
from the database window, drag the relevant keywords onto the transcript window.

— "
Hd EHEB ¢ = Database | Episode Clips | Selected Clips | K ¢ F
231 ~ e g Season 1 -~
o @ 5 Ssason 2
® E Collections
230 = [ oywords
234 =)@ Character
235 Qe Boars
236 @ Boone
237 @ Charlie
235 @ Claire
@ Desmond
2 @ Extras
240 @ Flashback
241 @ Hurley
242 @ Jack Shepard
243 [f finds B in his tent) : ;z‘hn ok
2 O Kate
245 Libby
246 Michael
247 Manster
0 Qe Pilot
@ Rose
o Qe Rousseau
250 B Savwyer
251 =JACK: (v.o) This is gonna hurt. O Sayid
252 @ Shannon
253 CUTTO Seun
@ The US Marshal
258 @ Wircent
a0 Qe Wil
256 =) @ Flashback Characters
257 [INT. CAVES -- DAY] @ Christian Shepard
258 @ GL12
259 (Sayid is getting his head wound tended to by Jack.) S e
@ Hokel Manager Sydrey
260 @ Jessica - Sawyer's girffriend
261  SAYID: (groans) Ahh e Liam Pace from Driveshaft
262 @ Margo Shepard
263 (Jack dabs the cloth on the wound. In his other hand, he holds an open bottle @ Margue Attendant Sydney
@ Rand
262 of hydrogen peroxide 4
yérogen p ) Qe Ray Mulln Kate Flashback
265 A | 5 pta !
|l >
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This will automatically create a clip labeled with the episode name, who made it and a number, e.g.

“Lost_1.08 Confidence_Man - nsheon - Quick Clip 2” Transana will also link it to the Keyword you dragged over.
Since there is usually more than one character in each scene, simply drag more keywords into the transcript
window and these will also be linked to the current clip. Transana will ask you if you want to add these
keywords to the same clip, just click OK.

MWM As you create clips, colored W

bars will appear in the
== Visualization window.

- : .
= Mousing over these bars will

reveal the keywords assigned
{hafacter  sawyer - (0:01:23.2)] | to the clip and the clip length.

‘ 0:10:00.0 0:20:00.0 0:30:00.0 0:40:00.0

Bl (2][2][L2]) | Tme: ow0z17.7 | | curent: | 0:02:17.7 | Selected: | 0:00:00.0 Total: 0:43:10.6

To check whether you assigned keywords for all the characters in a particular clip, you can look in the collection
with your name on it, e.g. Quick Clips — nsheon. The last one in the list will be the one you just created.

=| Episode Clips || Selected Clips | Keywords

= ?’ Series s
Season 1
Season 2
= @ Collections
= @ Cuick Clips - nsheon
R Lost_1.01_Piot - nsheon - Quick Clip 1
B Lost_1.01_Pilat - nsheon - Quick Clip 2

BB Lost_1.01_Pilat - nsheon - Quick Clip 3
FE Lost_1.01_pilot - nsheon - Quick Clip 4

Right click on the last clip in the list and select Clip Properties. A Clip Properties box opens which shows you the
text included in the clip and all the keywords that have been linked to it.
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Clip Properties @

Clip ID Zollection I Series ID Episode ID
|L|:|st_1 .EIE_CDnFidence_Mar| | | | | | |

Media Filename Clip Start Clip Stop Clip Length
|T:'|,I|:|st'l,lu:|st_1 8_Confidence_Man, avi | | | | | | |

TitlefCarmment

Clip Text
1 CTE SOUND: A WOMAN'S HISEY LATTGH 2
. =
3 JESEICA: (v.o) You're mcredible, Sawyer. 3
Keywiord Group Keyword Clip Keswords
( i Boars e Characker : Sawyer
Boone E Flashback Characters : Jessica - Sawver's girlfrienc
Transana Users Charlie . Transana Users ; nsheon
Claire _ -
Desmond
Extras
Flashback.
Hurley
Jack shepard =z E]
T S

[ Ik ] [ Cancel ] [ Help

This dialogue box provides a quick way to add and remove keywords from this clip. You can add more keywords
by double clicking on them in the Keyword list (bottom middle). To remove clips, simply double click on it in the
Clip Keywords list (on the right.) This is the easiest way to keyword a scene that has a lot of characters in it. If
it's just two or three characters, the drag and drop method is fine.

Can you tell what keyword is missing from the above clip? You got it! The “Flashback” keyword needs to be
added. All flashback scenes must be noted as such.

Have fun and give me a call if you have any questions:
Nicolas Sheon

415 597-9109
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